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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

126523 281606Z/44 

O 281544Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9424 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

SECRET DAMASCUS 05027 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: MOPS, PINR, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: LEBANON'S SYRIAN PRESENCE 

REF: BEIRUT 4991 


1 . AS I POINTED OUT IN MY COMMENT ON THE DAO'S REPORT OF 
KHADDAM S REMARKS, HE IS A MAN WHO LIKES TO EXAGGERATE FOR 
EFFECT. KHADDAM IS NOT A MILITARY ANALYST BUT A FRUSTRATED 
LAWYER. I DOUBT IF HE HAS ANY IDEA OF THE MILITARY COM 
PLEXITIES INVOLVED IN CITY FIGHTING AND HE PROBABLY DOESN'T 
CARE. HE CERTAINLY DOESN'T EXPECT TO BE TAKEN LITERALLY 
ON COMMENTS HE GLIBLY USES TO MAKE A DEBATING POINT IN 
PRIVATE. 


2. KHADDAM DOESN'T MAKE THE DECISIONS ON LEBANON AND 
PARTICULARLY DOES NOT MAKE MILITARY DECISIONS. I AM 
CONVINCED THAT PRESIDENT ASSAD AND HIS GENERAL STAFF ARE 
WELL-AWARE OF THE CASUALTIES AND DIFFICULTIES THAT WOULD 
BE INVOLVED IN OVERCOMING CHRISTIAN RESISTANCE IN THE 
CENTER OF BEIRUT. IT IS PRECISELY FOR THIS REASON THAT 
SYRIANS HAVE AVOIDED HOUSE-TO-HOUSE FIGHTING AND HAVE 
OVERWHELMINGLY PREFERRED TO USE ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENTS 
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TO ACCOMPLISH THEIR ENDS. IF THE SYRIAN GENERAL STAFF 
DOESN'T ALREADY KNOW WHAT THE DIFFICULTIES ARE IN CENTRAL 
BEIRUT FIGHTING- WHICH I BELIEVE THEY MOST CERTAINLY DO- 
THEN THEY SHOW A DETERMINED LACK OF ABILITY TO LEARN FROM 
THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES. IN ANY CASE, THEY WOULD SUSPECT 
OUR MOTIVES IN PRESENTING SUCH AN ASSESSMENT. PARTICULARLY 
IF IT STRESSED THE DIFFICULTIES TO BE ENCOUNTERED. 
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